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in operations on the Gasserian ganglion and for lesions in the cere¬ 
bellar pontine angle, where the small size of the tube in the wound 
does not interfere with the operator although the wound is narrow and 
deep. Good illumination is most important when the wound is narrow 
and deep. This is best obtained by using a cystoscopic lamp on a long 
flexible holder, all of which, including the wire, should be sterilized. 


The Injection Treatment of Infected Joints.— Cone {Amcr. Jour. 
Orthop. Surg., 1915, xii, 502) first used carbolic acid in the treatment 
of gonorrheal arthritis in 1S93, injecting four drops of pure carbolic 
followed by ten drops of alcohol. He reports a scries of cases in which 
he later changed to a 5 per cent, carbolic solution in alcohol. His 
present technique is as follows: It is always best to aspirate some of 
the joint fluid if under considerable tension. Select a point of marked 
fluctuation for injection. Use a long ordinary hypodermic needle that 
screws on. Anesthetize and clean the surface at the same time with 
pure carbolic followed by alcohol. Inject the carbolic, unscrew the 
syringe and fill with alcohol, injecting this in the needle in its original 
position. He uses 5 per cent, carbolic followed by alcohol as a rule, 
but docs not specify the quantity injected. When he desires adhesions 
pure carbolic is used. It has been noted in the cases, in which the 
joint was operated on after the injection treatment had been tried 
that the pure carbolic forms lumps of easeous pus in the joint and does 
not seem to spread throughout the joint as does the weaker solution. 
From the results of treatment by this method it would seem that the 
method is most reliable in all cases where there has been no disorganiza¬ 
tion of the joint and the case is treated before extensive pus formation. 
Gonorrheal joints respond most readily. In tuberculosis there is no 
conclusion to be drawn, as wc cannot tell how little has occurred, but 
since the bad cases did so well when operative interference was resorted 
to at least it would be well to use this treatment as part of the conser¬ 
vative fixation method. The same may be said of badly infected 
joints; the carbolic can do no harm and aids the favorable outcome of 
subsequent operative mejisurcs. One most striking point in this 
method is cmplmsizcd; no untoward results have occurred in its use— 
nothing but good resulting. 

Experimental Contribution on Cholelithiasis.— Aoyama ( Deufsch . 
Ztxchr.f. Ckir. t 1914, cxxxii, 234) says that if the cystic duct is ligated 
in healthy animals (rabbits and guinea-pigs), charactcristidy formed 
elements develop in the gall-bladder. Whether this has anything to 
do with genuine stones is questionable. In one out of fourteen such 
experiments in rabbits a concrement similar to pure cholcstcrin was 
formed. To explain it an anomalous metabolism, a form of cholcstcrin 
diathesis, must be assumed. When rabbits or guinea-pigs are injected 
subcutaneously with cholcstcrin or the oleic acid of cholcstcrin and the 
cystic duct is ligated or narrowed, granules of a substance very much 
like cholcstcrin are deposited in the gall-bladder. This process is 
completed without the association of bacteria. The administration 
of cholcstcrin or the oleic acid of eholesterin by mouth leads by the 
same process to the same result. This fact teaches us that wc should 
avoid food rich in eholesterin, especially that which disposes to cliole- 
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Iithiasis. Stagnation must be regarded as a causative factor in tlie 
formation of cbolestcrin stones. The gall-bladder plays a certain 
active role in the formation of stone. The results of these experiments 
explain to a certain extent the varying frequency of gall-stones in 
different countries. The formation of pure, cbolestcrin stones needs 
no preceding metamorphosing process. It can develop as such from 
the beginning. 
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Neosalvarsanized Serum in the Treatment of Syphilis of the Nervous 
System.— Yuraiu (iFicn. Id in. U’chnschr., 1914, xxvii, 1207) has had ex¬ 
cellent results with the intraspinal injection of neosalvarsanized serum 
according to the method of Swift and Ellis. He reports 10 cases in 
detail, in six of which number the cell count was markedly reduced. 
The Nonnc reaction also subsided promptly, but the Lange and the 
Wassemiann reactions were the last to be influenced. Clinically all 
of the cases showed improvement in the subjective symptoms; pains 
seemed to be especially favorably influenced. Naturally those symp¬ 
toms dependent upon anatomical changes in the nervous system were 
not influenced. 


The Specific Action of Salicylates in Acute Articular Rheumatism. 
—Milleh (Jour. Amcr. Med. Assoc., 1914, lxiii, 1107), in the summary 
of his article, states that inasmuch as salicylic ucid after absorption 
circulates and appears in the tissues as a salicylate, it cannot act as a 
germicide unless the increased carbonic acid tension in the joint, the 
result of inflammation, reconverts it into salicylic acid. Statistics 
show that patients receiving salicylate arc free from pain much earlier 
than those not treated. Miller says that as the treated patients much 
more frequently relapse than the untreated, however, the total duration 
of pain in the treated and untreated patients may not be materially 
different. The period of stay in the hospital of patients receiving 
salicylate and of those receiving other forms of treatment is the same. 
Cardiac complications arc not less frequent since the use of salicylates. 
Miller found that in rabbits the prophylactic use of salicylate is of no 
value in preventing arthritis after intravenous injections of hemolytic 
streptococci. 


Results of One Hundred Injections of Salvarsanized Serum.— Riggs 
and Haaimes (Jour. Amcr. Med. Assoc., 1914, Lxiii, 1277) report a series 
of 24 cases of syphilis of the central nervous system treated by intra- 
spinous injections of salvarsanized serum. In 75 per cent, of the tabe- 



